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The
Family

Business
Book

A roadmap for
entrepreneurial
families to prosper
across generations

Alfredo De Massis & Emanuela Rondi

. ABOUT THE BOOK

Entrepreneurial families - families engaged in entrepreneurial activities and business
ventures, whose members share a common interest in identifying and pursuing
opportunities to create value through entrepreneurial endeavors - are interested in
sustainable growth, wealth creation, and the continuity of the family’s legacy across
generations. They are found in a wide range of cultural, geographical and industrial
contexts, and our research around the world has shown that such families collectively
own a large proportion of the world’s wealth, and their actions have an outsized impact
on society. The approach of this book revolves around placing the entrepreneurial
family at the very core of our analysis, recognizing its importance within the
entrepreneurial ecosystem. This book delves into the intricate web of relationships and
dynamics in which an entrepreneurial family is embedded, seeing it as a source of
opportunity. By reading this book and engaging in the suggested activities, family
members will be supported in developing strategies that foster growth, preserve
wealth, and sustain their dynastic aspirations. Likewise, family business advisors and
professionals will get rigorously developed knowledge to support entrepreneurial
families in this transformative journey.

. ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Alfredo De Massis is a professor of Entrepreneurship and Family Business at the
International Institute for Management Development (IMD) and at the Free University
of Bozen-Bolzano. He chairs the Scientific Committee of Family Business Risers per
Italia and is a member of the Scientific Board of the Italian Family Officer Association
(AIFO). According to Family Capital, De Massis is among the top 25-star professors of
family business in the world. In 2022, he was nominated in the Family Capital's 100
Family Business Influencers list. Emanuela Rondi is Assistant Professor at the Centre
for Family Business Management, she joined the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano.
Emanuela is member of the Education and Professional Development Sub-Committee
of IFERA.
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